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Have you ever lost your newsletter? Did you ever not     

receive a newsletter? Donôt fret over it, you can access 

the newsletter on our website 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week.  All you have to do is go to http://pthumc.org and 

click on the link shown on the right.  Itôs that simple.  This 

feature also can allow you to view the newsletter in a larger 

format, so you never miss a thing. 

Greetings and salutations from the Secretaryôs office!!  Can you believe 

it is 2012 already??  Itôs hard for me to believe that I am celebrating my 

2nd ñNew Yearò with Pennsdale Trinity/Huntersville Charge.  I am very 

blessed to come to work every day to work for such wonderful                 

congregations.  I would like to thank everybody for allowing me to be a 

part of your staff and your church family.  I would also like to thank               

everybody who left me cards, gifts, and other holiday greetings.  You all 

have hearts of gold and your generosity is very appreciated. 
 

Thank you all so very much and may God bless you!! 
 

Until next time, 
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 A good story, and I'll try to shorten it.  It happened last week in Athens, Texas.  A group of 
atheists from Wisconsin came to town to order the city fathers to remove the Nativity scene from the 
courthouse lawn.  They demanded that the baby Jesus be removed and this sign be put up next to 
his crib: "At this season of winter solstice may reason prevail. There are no gods, no devils, no     
angels, no heaven or hell. There is only our natural world. Religion is a myth and superstition that 
hardens hearts and enslaves minds."  Almost immediately a crowd started to gather, which quickly 
became over 5000 in support of the town fathers, and phone calls, e-mails and texts came in from 
all over the nation.  Their cry was "Don't mess with Texas and don't mess with our Nativity!" A     
Baptist pastor told the crowd, "It is time for Christians in America to stand up, show up, and speak 
up. We believe it is time to lead Americas back to the Biblical and Christian values and morals that 
have made our nation so great since its birth!" (needless to say the atheists were run out of town 
and the Nativity scene remains) 

     Amen to that, and it couldn't be said better.  "Hardening of hearts and enslaving minds? ffdssdf        
Indeed!!  Atheists are so wrong, and so misguided. If we had to rely on them to help people in need, 
there would be no help for anyone.  Folks, we're keeping Christmas....in our minds, and in their 
faces. 

     And speaking of Nativity scenes, how beautiful is the one in front of our little church. Thanks to all 
who acquired it and set it up. It is such a blessing to drive by and see it glowing in the night,                 
reminding us all of the season's reason. 

     Let's continue prayers for Kate Saffel, Martin Fidler, Jane Beachem, Florence Egli and Faye  
Simcox, and any others who are in need at this time. Thanks to Caroline Hall for spearheading a 
project resulting in "Christmas boxes" for the local needy families.  There were plenty of supplies 
provided by our church members and I know she was pleased.     

     Our church is beautifully decorated and it warms the heart to see it, and worship within it. Thanks 
to all who worked that Saturday to provide the Christmas atmosphere. It is greatly appreciated. 

     Thanks to Opal, Carol, Penny and Gwen for providing us all with a kids program last Sunday. 
Everyone did so well, and all who participated should get extra Christmas cookies, or something.  It 
was very meaningful and enjoyable. 

     A reminder to anyone who has  a "news" item............I need to be informed each month before 
the 20th if you wish it to be in this article......I'd like to make stuff up, but I doubt that it would be as 
good as the actual thing. 

     In closing, how's this for a "positive attitude?"  Some friends threw a big party down at the        
community center for a man on his ninety-ninth birthday.  A young reporter was on hand to interview 
the honored guest for the local paper. After the interview was over, the young reporter said, "Well, I 
hope I'll be back next year to help you celebrate your 100th." to which the elderly gentleman replied, 
"Well, I don't see why not. You certainly look healthy enough to me!" 

    May all the joys of this Christmas season be yours.   

 

Carl Schlappi  
-Lead Reporter  
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Our churches in the year 2012. What will we see? 
 

¶ We'll see... the opportunities for new ministry models for our church through the  Matthew 28 initiative. 
¶ We'll see... outreach becoming a major priority. 
¶ We'll see... Worship at our church focused primarily on connecting people with Jesus Christ. 
¶ We'll see... leadership development becoming a primary focus. 
¶ We'll see... ministry becoming much more focused and simplified. 
¶ We'll see... a expand in our attention toward the needs in our community. 
¶ Weôll seeé new worship opportunities. 
 

So how do we do this? 
1. It starts with our Administrative Board sorting it out and establishing the plan for getting it done. 
2. Ministries discussing it each month they meet with the ministry leaders taking tangible actions derived 

from Ad Board leadership direction. 
3. Occasional "Town Hall" meetings to sort through it further and share responsibility. 
4. Regular communication/updates on progress through newsletter, email, church website, and prayer 

teams. 
5. Keep our eyes focused on Jesus.  Read John 6:60-68 
 

Why are we doing this?  We must focus on continued numerical growth, spiritual growth, and our mental and  
physical growth as a community of faith.  Meaning, we must not only give of our tithes and offerings but we must 
offer ourselves as well.  We must learn new ways of welcoming, inviting and integrating people into our church.  
This also means, discovering new ways of doing our part in the life of the church.   
 

1. Can you see it? 
2. Are you willing to look for it? 
3. Are you willing to GO even though you donôt know the whole path that awaits us but you have been told 

about the promise of the end goal? 
 

As a member of our church, what will your role be in the next two years to help bring this change about? 
 

2012 is going to be great! 
 

Blessings and Peace to You, 

The United Methodist Women will meet Saturday, January 14th at 

8:00am for Breakfast and monthly Business Meeting.  
 

 

May God Bless,  

Joanne Lockard 
President  
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 The Finance Committee finalized the 2012 budget, and it was approved on 12/12/11. A copy of 

the budget is included in this newsletter (below and on next page). The expense budget of $142,922 

shown is the Pennsdale budget. It is up 4.5% over last year, driven primarily by a 15% increase in          

conference charges and the cost of maintaining the fellowship hall. We have included an income          

estimate, based on the last 2 years, and show a projected deficit of $23,827. The next Finance meeting 

is scheduled for Thursday, February 9, 2012. Anyone is welcome to attend. 

 

 Huntersvilleôs 25% share of Ministerial Support and Shared Operating Expenses totals $22,558, 

and is over and above this number. I.e. the total expense budget for the Pennsdale/Huntersville Charge 

is $165,447. 
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Did you know that TOPS is in your church every Tuesday Morning?? Weigh-in starts at 

8:30am and runs through 9:15am. Then, our meeting and program is from 9:30am until 10am. 

If you are interested, you can sit in on a meeting for free to see if itôs for you. 

 

TOPS Leader: Virginia Beck 




